
KENTUCKY SOCIETY OF NATURAL HISTORY  
 

STUDENT RESEARCH GRANTS 
 

The Kentucky Society of Natural History is pleased to announce funding to support 
undergraduate and graduate student research that expands natural history 
knowledge in Kentucky. We encourage research in both the field and laboratory, 
with information disseminated through presentations, journals, monographs, 
books, and other literature. The KSNH includes all of the field sciences of natural 
history— geography, geology, biology, environmental chemistry, and others, so 
please pass this on to your colleagues.  
 
Grants of up to $1000 for graduate students and $500 for undergraduate students 
will be awarded. Funds may be used to pay for travel and consumable supplies 
associated with research, but may not be used to pay stipends or hourly wages. 
The deadline for submission of applications is 1 February 2020, and successful 
applicants will be announced at the KSNH annual conference held on 28-29 
February 2020 at Raven Run Nature Sanctuary in Fayette County, KY. 
 
The student’s application packet should include the following:  
 
1. Cover letter explaining importance of their research, and how it contributes to 

our understanding of Kentucky natural history. 
2. Proposal describing the prospective project, including introduction, objectives, 

methods, and references. Should not exceed two single-spaced pages. 
3. An itemized and descriptive budget; include other funding sources (if any) for 

the proposed research. 
4. Plans for dissemination (honor’s or MS thesis, presentations, publications, etc.). 
5. Two letters of recommendation, one of which must be from the applicant’s 

major professor or project director (with telephone number and/or email). At 
least one of the two references must be a KSNH member. 
 

Applicants are encouraged to become members of KSNH, but membership is not 
required to be awarded a grant. The grant recipient is required to provide KSNH 
with a short summary of the funded research within one year of receiving the grant.  
The grant recipient is also required to present his/her work at the annual 
conference of the Kentucky Society of Natural History. Additional presentations, 
such as the annual meeting of the Kentucky Academy of Science, are also 
encouraged. 
 
Grant award winners will be selected by the KSNH Board. Application materials 
#1–4 should be submitted as a single PDF by the student applicant, and letters of 
recommendation should be emailed directly by the references to Stephen Richter, 
President of the Kentucky Society of Natural History (stephen.richter@eku.edu). 
Senders will receive a confirmation-of-receipt email. 


